Hey Crosspoint Families,

September is here, and hopefully your family's new fall rhythm is starting to feel a little less
chaotic!

School drop-offs, practices, homework, dinner, church, bedtime, and everythingin
between are quickly becoming the patterns that will shape our weeks for the next several
months. During our Family First series, we've talked a lot about the power those ordinary
rhythms have. Little things, repeated consistently, have a lot of power.

So as those rhythms settle in, here's something I'd encourage your family to think about:
Who is God placing in your path?

Maybe September could be Shinetember.

(Yes, | know that's cheesy, but this is kids ministry so it’s cool, just stick with me.)

AS YOUR FAMILY'S
FALL RHYTHMS TAKE SHAPE, MY/
LET’S BUILD SOME ROOM iNTO THEM FOR PEOPLE =

What if, as our families settle into new routines, we also became more intentional about
looking for new relationships? There are new kids in classrooms, new teammates at
practices, new families walking into church, and neighbors we keep passing on the way to
the car. Our kids have opportunities all around them to notice someone who needs a
friend, include someone who feels left out, or simply show the love of Jesus through
kindness.

Those moments may seem small, but small things done consistently can make a pretty big
impact.



Parents, we get to model this too! Let your kids see you introduce yourself to someone
new. Invite a family to lunch after church. Learn the names of the parents sitting beside you
at practice. Encourage your kids to look beyond the friends they already have and notice
someone who might need one.

Jesus tells us to let our light shine before others, and sometimes shining doesn't look very
spectacular. Sometimes it looks like scooting over and making room at the lunch table.
Sometimes it's remembering someone's name. Sometimes it's inviting the new kid to play.

As your family's fall rhythms take shape, let's build some room into them for people.

Let's make it a Shinetember and see what God might do through a bunch of little moments
of Christlike love.



